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§ 10.5 Investigation, examination, and 
determination of claims. 

The EPA Claims Officer adjusts, de-
termines, compromises and settles all 
administrative tort claims filed with 
EPA. In carrying out these functions, 
the EPA Claims Officer makes such in-
vestigations as are necessary for a de-
termination of the validity of the 
claim. The decision of the EPA Claims 
Officer is a final agency decision of 
purposes of 28 U.S.C. 2675. 

[51 FR 25832, July 16, 1986] 

§ 10.6 Final denial of claim. 
(a) Final denial of an administrative 

claim shall be in writing and sent to 
the claimant, his attorney, or legal 
representative by certified or reg-
istered mail. The notification of final 
denial may include a statement of the 
reasons for the denial and shall include 
a statement that, if the claimant is 
dissatisfied with EPA’s action, he may 
file suit in an appropriate U.S. District 
Court not later than 6 months after the 
date of mailing of the notification. 

(b) Prior to the commencement of 
suit and prior to the expiration of the 
6-month period after the date of mail-
ing by certified or registered mail of 
notice of final denial of the claim as 
provided in 28 U.S.C. 2401(b), a claim-
ant, his duly authorized agent, or legal 
representative, may file a written re-
quest with the EPA for reconsideration 
of a final denial of a claim under para-
graph (a) of this section. Upon the 
timely filing of a request for reconsid-
eration, EPA shall have 6 months from 
the date of filing in which to make a 
final disposition of the claim and the 
claimant’s option under 28 U.S.C. 
2675(a) to bring suit shall not accrue 
until 6 months after the filing of a re-
quest for reconsideration. Final action 
on a request for reconsideration shall 
be effected in accordance with the pro-
visions of paragraph (a) of this section. 

§ 10.7 Payment of approved claim. 
(a) Upon allowance of his claim, 

claimant or his duly authorized agent 
shall sign the voucher for payment, 
Standard Form 1145, before payment is 
made. 

(b) When the claimant is represented 
by an attorney, the voucher for pay-

ment (SF 1145) shall designate both the 
claimant and his attorney as ‘‘payees.’’ 
The check shall be delivered to the at-
torney whose address shall appear on 
the voucher. 

(c) No attorney shall charge fees in 
excess of 25 percent of a judgment or 
settlement after litigation, or in excess 
of 20 percent of administrative settle-
ments (28 U.S.C. 2678). 

§ 10.8 Release. 

Acceptance by the claimant, his 
agent or legal representative of any 
award, compromise or settlement made 
hereunder, shall be final and conclusive 
on the claimant, his agent or legal rep-
resentative and any other person on 
whose behalf or for whose benefit the 
claim has been presented, and shall 
constitute a complete release of all 
claims against either the United States 
or any employee of the Government 
arising out of the same subject matter. 

§ 10.9 Penalties. 

A person who files a false claim or 
makes a false or fraudulent statement 
in a claim against the United States 
may be liable to a fine of not more 
than $10,000 or to imprisonment of not 
more than 5 years, or both (18 U.S.C. 
287,1001), and, in addition, to a for-
feiture of $2,000 and a penalty of double 
the loss or damage sustained by the 
United States (31 U.S.C. 3729). 

[38 FR 16868, June 27, 1973, as amended at 51 
FR 25832, July 16, 1986] 

§ 10.10 Limitation on Environmental 
Protection Agency’s authority. 

(a) An award, compromise or settle-
ment of a claim hereunder in excess of 
$25,000 shall be effected only with the 
prior written approval of the Attorney 
General or his designee. For the pur-
poses of this paragraph, a principal 
claim and any derivative or subrogated 
claim shall be treated as a single 
claim. 

(b) An administrative claim may be 
adjusted, determined, compromised or 
settled hereunder only after consulta-
tion with the Department of Justice 
when, in the opinion of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency: 

(1) A new precedent or a new point of 
law is involved; or 

VerDate May<21>2004 14:16 Aug 02, 2004 Jkt 203140 PO 00000 Frm 00172 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\203140T.XXX 203140T



173 

Environmental Protection Agency § 11.3 

(2) A question of policy is or may be 
involved; or 

(3) The United States is or may be 
entitled to indemnity or contribution 
from a third party and the Agency is 
unable to adjust the third party claim; 
or 

(4) The compromise of a particular 
claim, as a practical matter, will or 
may control the disposition of a re-
lated claim in which the amount to be 
paid may exceed $25,000. 

(c) An administrative claim may be 
adjusted, determined, compromised, or 
settled by EPA hereunder only after 
consultation with the Department of 
Justice when EPA is informed or is 
otherwise aware that the United States 
or an employee, agent, or cost-plus 
contractor of the United States is in-
volved in litigation based on a claim 
arising out of the same incident or 
transaction. 

§ 10.11 Relationship to other agency 
regulations. 

The regulations in this part supple-
ment the Attorney General’s regula-
tions in part 14 of chapter 1 of title 28, 
CFR, as amended. Those regulations, 
including subsequent amendments 
thereto, and the regulations in this 
part apply to the consideration by the 
Environmental Protection Agency of 
administrative claims under the Fed-
eral Tort Claims Act. 

[38 FR 16868, June 27, 1973, as amended at 51 
FR 25832, July 16, 1986] 

PART 11—SECURITY CLASSIFICA-
TION REGULATIONS PURSUANT 
TO EXECUTIVE ORDER 11652 

Sec. 
11.1 Purpose. 
11.2 Background. 
11.3 Responsibilities. 
11.4 Definitions. 
11.5 Procedures. 
11.6 Access by historical researchers and 

former Government officials. 

AUTHORITY: Executive Order 11652 (37 FR 
5209, March 10, 1972) and the National Secu-
rity Directive of May 17, 1972 (37 FR 10053, 
May 19, 1972). 

SOURCE: 37 FR 23541, Nov. 4, 1972, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 11.1 Purpose. 

These regulations establish policy 
and procedures governing the classi-
fication and declassification of na-
tional security information. They 
apply also to information or material 
designated under the Atomic Energy 
Act of 1954, as amended, as ‘‘Restricted 
Data,’’ or ‘‘Formerly Restricted Data’’ 
which, additionally, is subject to the 
provisions of the Act and regulations of 
the Atomic Energy Commission. 

§ 11.2 Background. 

While the Environmental Protection 
Agency does not have the authority to 
originally classify information or ma-
terial in the interest of the national se-
curity, it may under certain cir-
cumstances downgrade or declassify 
previously classified material or gen-
erate documents incorporating classi-
fied information properly originated by 
other agencies of the Federal Govern-
ment which must be safeguarded. 
Agency policy and procedures must 
conform to applicable provisions of Ex-
ecutive Order 11652, and the National 
Security Council Directive of May 17, 
1972, governing the safeguarding of na-
tional security information. 

§ 11.3 Responsibilities. 

(a) Classification and Declassifica-
tion Committee: This committee, ap-
pointed by the Administrator, has the 
authority to act on all suggestions and 
complaints with respect to EPA’s ad-
ministration of this order. It shall es-
tablish procedures to review and act 
within 30 days upon all applications 
and appeals regarding requests for de-
classification. The Administrator, act-
ing through the committee, shall be 
authorized to overrule previous deter-
minations in whole or in part when, in 
its judgment, continued protection is 
no longer required. If the committee 
determines that continued classifica-
tion is required under section 5(B) of 
Executive Order 11652, it shall prompt-
ly so notify the requester and advise 
him that he may appeal the denial to 
the Interagency Classification Review 
Committee. 

(b) Director, Security and Inspection 
Division, Office of Administration: The 
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